The Spanish Conquest of the Maya
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Talking
point

Ruins of a mission church built by the Spanish in
Dzibilchalttn ca. 1590-1600 from the stone taken from the

nearby Maya temples

Dzibilchaltun is in the Yucatan Peninsula, near Chichen ltza. This
church was built by Spanish invaders — they took bricks from
Mayan temples to build it. What are your thoughts on this? What
clues does it give us about the Spanish invasion?
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Questions for whole class:

What is colonialization? What is a colony?

Who were the major colonisers and why did they seek to conquer other people/countries?

Watch this video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxwxTgFVUDE&t=365s, share the class reading then, in your
books, WRITE OUT and answer this set of questions:

-

Who invaded the Maya?

N

Why were they invading that region?

w

Was the Mayan civilization in a strong position when the conquest began? Explain.

4) What did the conquistadores bring with them which decimated at least 90% of the Maya?

)

What major advantage do you think the conquistadores had over the Maya? Think in terms of weaponry.

)

What did they do to the Maya, especially those who would not give up their religion?




