
Vocabulary History Stone Age to Iron Age 

Key learning  
1 Was Stone Age man simply a hunter and gatherer, concerned only with survival? Stone Age spanned 15,000 BC - 3,000 BC 
Old Stone Age Britain was once covered in ice.  Nomadic hunters and gatherers lived in caves and roamed in different seasons to find 
food.  They fed and were clothed by hunting animals.  Art and ceremonies were part of life.  In the Middle Stone Age (8000 BC) sea levels 
rose and Britain became an island. Before this event Britain was joined to mainland Europe. 
2 How different was life in the Stone Age when man started to farm? New Stone Age (4,000 BC)  People settled into villages and started to 
farm animals and grow crops such as wheat and barley, tamed wild animals such as oxen, cleared forests for farming and used 
pottery.  They used flint tools which were developed to become smaller and finer.  
3 What can we learn about houses in the Stone Age from a study of Skara Brae? There is lots of evidence of Stone Age life at Skara Brae in 
Scotland. A storm in 1850 revealed a 5,000 year old settlement below a mound on the coast.  The site was excavated by the local Lord.  The 
stone walled  houses included beds, hearth, cupboards, tanks for fish and grinding stones.   
4. What can we learn about life in the Stone Age from a study of Skara Brae? The invention of canoes meant that people were better able 
to hunt fish as well as animals. The invention of canoes meant that people were better able to hunt fish as well as animals. New Stone age 
people ate pigs and cattle, had dark houses, were peaceful, played games and were religious.  
5. Why is it so difficult to work out why Stonehenge was built? Stonehenge was built about 5,000 years ago.  The stone was transported 
from Wales in large blocks.  There are 4 theories about why it was built including a holy place, gigantic calendar, place of healing, burial site. 
6 What is bronze, where does it come from and how is it made? Bronze Age spanned 3,000 BC - 800 BC  People discovered how to get 
metals out of rock including tin and copper.  The process is called ‘smelting’ Tin and copper were combined to make bronze.  It became the 
best material for making tools.  Better farming equipment and weapons were made from bronze.  Bronze Age people built roundhouses.  
7 How much did life really change during the Iron Age and how can we possibly know? Iron Age spanned 800 BC - present day Iron 
replaced bronze as the main material for making tools and weapons as harder  People lived in tribes and they were often at war with each 
other.  Iron age people began to protect themselves by settling in hillforts. Sometimes people in Britain are called Celts. 
8 Can you solve the Mystery of the 52 skeletons of Maiden Castle? Iron Age people lived in hillforts.  One of the most famous Iron Age 
hillforts is Maiden Castle in Dorset.  Different Celtic tribes lived and fought each other across Britain.   

9 Key question: Which invention made the biggest difference? The discovery of metal extraction from rock made the most impact on 
everyday life and combat. 

What should I already know? 

• Difference between BC and AD 

•  Chronological means time order  

Timeline of Stone Age to Iron Age 

  

15,000BC 

Palaeolithic = Old Stone Age 

8,000BC 

Mesolithic = Middle Stone Age 

4,000BC 

Neolithic = New Stone Age 

800BC–   

Iron Age 

Now  3,000-800BC 

 Bronze Age 

Key Question: Which invention made the biggest difference?  

BC/AD Before Christ/ After Christ 

agriculture The practice of farming, 

including cultivating soil for 

the growing crops and rearing 

animals to provide food, wool, 

and other products.  

evolution The process by which different 

kinds of living develops from 

earlier forms. 

hillfort A fort built on a hill protected 

by banks and ditches 

hunter-

gatherer 

Nomadic people who mostly 

live by hunting and fishing and 

collecting wild food 

nomadic  Living by moving around and 

not settling in one place 

roundhouse  A round house built in the 

bronze age 

smelting  The process of extracting 

tribe  A group of people living 

together 
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