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September 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Welcome to the autumn term. I am really looking forward to getting to know the children well and working more closely with them. My working days will be 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. Mrs Houlder will be working on a Thursday.  On her working days Mrs Houlder will be teaching English, Phonics, 
Maths, Science and the ICT curriculum.   
 
Staff 
Alongside Mrs Houlder and myself we are fortunate to have others working with us at different times of the week.   Mrs Kent will be working in the classroom 
for half of every morning.  Mrs Elston will be working with us on two afternoons supporting children with their phonics and reading.   
 
Curriculum  
We have been busy planning an exciting curriculum for this half term; please see the termly curriculum map attached.  As a school we thoroughly believe that a 
broad and balanced curriculum is important for the children to thrive and be engaged.  We where, where possible and appropriate be planning trips and visitors 
to enrich the children s learning.    
 
PE 
PE this term will be on a Monday afternoon with a member of the Premier Sports team, and on a Tuesday with myself.  The children will need to bring to 
school a full named PE kit which will be left in school for the half term or until we decide it needs to come home for a wash.  Depending on the weather and PE 
unit being taught, the children will either be outside in the playground or in the hall.   
 
The children will need 

 Black shorts 

 Yellow t-shirt 

 Suitable footwear (trainers are ideal) 

 A warm tracksuit (or jumper and joggers) for colder days 

 Socks (if your child wears tights to school 
 
Please also make sure all items of clothing your child brings into school are labelled with their name clearly visible .  It is amazing how many items of 
clothing go missing throughout the day.  It is my experience that clothing that is named will always be returned to its owner! 
 
Reading Activities  
Reading is super important for all children.  The more reading experiences your child is a part of, the more words and vocabulary they are exposed to.  Reading 
can take many forms; independent reading, listening to others read, reading to someone else, reading for information on signs, cereal boxes etc which all lead to 
reading for pleasure.  We are asking that each child be read with or listened to at least 3 times per week for at least 10 minutes. Your child will be bringing 
home a reading record for both us at school, and you at home to comment in each time your child reads.  Your comments can really help us to get a better 
understanding of how and what they are reading at home.  Please do not feel as though you always have to read the scheme book sent home (though it is 
important they do read them often each week).  Reading any and all text types and books is really good fun and exposes the children to a wider variety of 
writing styles, information and vocabulary.  READING IS KEY TO PROGRESSION IN ALL CURRICULUM AREAS and the sooner your child becomes an 
independent reader, the sooner they can read instructions during learning times, and ultimately become independent in their learning when necessary.  
 
Home Activities  
Any home learning given out will be through Class Dojo.     
 
Class rewards 
 As a class we will be trying to earn cubes for our jar.  Cubes will be given out for anything above and beyond that staff witness, including showing our school 
values.  Such as a whole table making the right choices, groups of children showing respect for each other or the environment, sensible walking around the 

 the past this has been an extra 
playtime, a teddy bears picnic and a board games afternoon.  This is a wonderful way for the children to work together really concentrating how we all need to 
behave in order to be happy and safe in our learning.  .   
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Resources needed in school each day 

 water bottle 

 snack if they do not eat the fruit provided 

 reading record and reading book   

 lunchbox if having home packed lunch 

 appropriate outdoor clothing for the weather (rain coat in winter/ sunhat and sun cream in the summer) 

 Welly boots can be kept in school 
 
Keeping hydrated throughout the day is essential for wellbeing, alertness and attention.  Your child will need a named water bottle with them every day filled 
with water only please.  There will be the opportunity for your child to refill their bottle if needed.      
 
Transitions/Pick Up  
Please let us know if anyone other than yourselves will be collecting your child. If possible can you introduce us to the person beforehand for security. In the 
event of unforeseen circumstances please phone the school to inform us of a change as soon as possible. We will not send children home with someone that has 
not been notified to us or a member of the office team. A password will also need to be given.  Please complete the form sent out by the office to ensure all 
information is kept up to date and correct.   
 
Weather  
As the weather can be unpredictable at this time of the year please make sure you look at the daily weather and pre-empt whether sun cream will be necessary 
or a wet weather coat.  We will endeavour to go outside whatever the weather (safety permitting) so the children will need to be dressed accordingly (wellies 
on a rainy day will enable the children to make full use of the playground).  Children can bring and leave welly boots in school.  The children will be 
encouraged to change into wet weather shoes if it is raining to keep their school shoes dry for indoors.  This is of course optional.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if there is anything you are concerned about, or if there is anything you would like to discuss. I will be in the playground after 
school on my working days, feel free to catch me then with small issues that can be handed over quickly. For anything that needs a more in depth discussion 
please email me on bweaver@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk and we can arrange either a phone call discussion or a meeting.   Mrs Houlder is in the process of 
getting her school email sorted.  When this happens, we will put her contact details on Dojo.   .  
 
We look forward to working with you.  
    
Yours sincerely, 
 
Bonny Weaver, Amelia Houlder and the rest of Doves Team. 
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