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Meggy woke with a cry. The night had the quiet stillness of the hours after midnight but before dawn. 

Over the pounding of her heart, she could hear voices and footsteps upstairs. Was Master Peevish coming 

down? Was he sorry he had given her such a waspish welcome? 

He did not appear. Meggy tried to fall asleep again but her mind returned to her encounter with the 

man when she had arrived. “I will not allow beggars at my house” was the first thing he said to her. 

“Begone and clear my doorstep.” 

“Pray pardon, sir, we are not beggars,” the carter had told him. “If you are Master Ambrose, this be your 

daughter, come at your bidding.”  

The black-gowned man, tall and narrow like his house, peered down at the girl through eyes as dark as 

her own, nearly hidden by bushy, black eyebrows as if two caterpillars slumbered on his brow. 

“Daughter?” he asked , frowning. The caterpillars woke  and collided over his nose. “I expected a son.” 

A son. Not her. No more did she want him, this irritable, ill-mannered old man in a shabby, black gown. Ye toads and vipers, what did 

she need with a father? 

She turned to go, anxious to be otherwhere, but the carter held her arm. “I were told I would be paid sixpence for this delivery,” he 

said. Sticking out his hand. “Sixpence.” 

Master Ambrose pulled pennies from inside his gown and gave them to the carter, who turned towards his wagon. Still frowning, 

Master Ambrose studied Meggy. “What are you called?” 

A sudden breeze tugged at the hair that tumbled like dark storm clouds from her linen cap and tangled in her eyes. She said naught 

but only scowled back at the man’s long face, long, beak-like nose and those great, bristling eyebrows. Her gran had admonished her 

often, “Do not greet the world with your fists up, sweeting. Give folks a chance.” But her gran was dead and Meggy was here and her 

hands were clenched tightly into fists.  

The man and the girl stood in silence until he called to the carter, “God’s wounds! Is she mute? Or brain-cracked?”  

The carter shrugged once more as he climbed onto the wagon and tossed Meggy’s sack over the side. 

“Hold, fellow!” Master Ambrose blustered, “What use is a daughter to me?” But the carter merely clicked his tongue to his horse 

which pulled the wagon up the street and away. 
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 OPENING TASK FOLLOW UP 

Monday 
Vocabulary 
development 
& Familiarisation 
 

Skim the text. Can you quickly find the following words? 
 

encounter collided irritable studied admonished 
 

Write down each word followed by its definition and at least one 
synonym. 

Complete three out of these six stem sentences: 

1. I know this text is about… 

2. I found this text…. 

3. I like this sentence...because… 

4. This reminds me of……. 

5. I have never heard of…. 

6. I already know about…. 

Tuesday 
Fluency & 
understanding 

Read the text again aloud. 

Discuss and summarise with your partner.  

Find the description of Master Ambrose. 

Can you picture him? Using evidence from the text, draw a picture of him. 
 

Wednesday  
Prosody (reading 
with appropriate 
pace and expression) 
and Prediction  

Read the text aloud again to practise using expression. 

 

1. Meggy hears voices upstairs. Who might also be there? 

2. ‘Master Ambrose studied Meggy...’ What do you think Master Ambrose 

is thinking here?  

3. Will he eventually accept Meggy? Why or why not? 
 

Thursday 
Word attack 

Use the new vocabulary from Monday in sentences. 
 

Look at the word ‘ill-mannered’. Can you break it apart using your 
phonics skills? What does it mean? What is the root of the word? 
What other words can be made using the root word?  
 
  

1. What do you think ‘waspish’ might mean? 

2. Find two synonyms that describe an annoyed facial expression. 

3. What word means ‘to shout loudly in an outraged way’? 

Friday 
Focused 
Comprehension Skills 

Answer the following questions:  

1. When does Meggy wake up? 

2. Why might she have cried out when she woke? 

3. What simile is used to describe Master Ambrose’s eyebrows? 

4. “Do not greet the world with your fists up” What does Meggy’s 

gran mean by this? 

 

Extra Challenge.  

1. ‘Hair that tumbled like dark storm clouds’ What does this description of 

Meggy’s hair add to your ideas about her character? 

2. Why does the carter hold Meggy’s arm when he asks for his money? 

3. “What use is a daughter to me?” Why might Master Ambrose think 

this?  

 


