
Vocabulary History  Rural Britain 1800-1900 

Key learning 

The Victorian period 1800-1900, is the period that Queen Victoria reigned in Britain. Queen Victoria reigned 
from 1837 to 1901 and was the first monarch to live in Buckingham Palace. There were many changes in this 
period of History with one of the biggest turning points being the introduction of the Education Act and the 
way this changed society and the lives of children. Many new inventions were made that changed people’s lives 
such as the invention of the he telephone as well as first homes with electric being built. 

At the beginning of the Victorian period poor children did not go to school and had to work however, towards 
the end of this period due to the introduction of the education act as well as factory act meant that more 
children went to school. School life was very different to school nowadays. The schoolroom was very formal, 
the most important lessons were the three ‘R’s, teachers were strict and there were harsh punishments in place. 

Key events: 

The Education Act in 1880 made it compulsory for all children to attend school, this changed the lives of 
children particularly poor children. Alongside this was the factory and workshop Acts (1878) which banned the 
employment of children under 10yrsold.  

In 1818, the first Victorian ‘ragged’ school was set up by John Pounds. These were for poor children and were 
Church-run establishments, where children were taught to read and write as well as practical skills such as 
knitting. 

Later in 1848, Lord Shaftesbury became the president of ragged school union. As a member of parliament he 
influenced lots of Acts being passed that impacted children’s lives during this period. 

 

What should I already know? 

 A timeline of history 

 Industrial revolution– invention of steam engine 

from Fens topic. 

 How to use evidence and sources to find out 

about the past. 

Key Question: What was life like for a child in Cambridgeshire in 1800-1900? 

Victorians 

 

A person who lived during the 

reign of Queen Victoria. 

Period 

 

A length of time. 

society People living together in 

communities. 

Education The process of learning. 

Act A type of Law. 

Employment Paid work. 

Ragged schools Charitable organisations that 

provided education for poor 

children. 

Dunce’s cap A paper hat that children had 

to wear as a sign of disgrace. 

Cane A wooden stick that was used 

to hit. 

3 ‘R’s’ The Victorian phrase for 

reading, writing arithmetic. 

Reign The period of rule of the 

Monarch 

Parliament A group of people who are 

elected to make the Laws of a 

country. 

Punishment 

 

Monarch 

A penalty for doing something 

wrong. 

A King or Queen, head of state. 


